Section Background

The San Gabriel Kiver Watcrshcc]

Section was created to administer the
Planning and implementation of Prcjects
that meet the Division’s watershed man-

agement objcctives in the San (Gabriel
KRiver (56@ Watershed‘

The Section coordinates watershed
management efforts in a watershed that
encompasses an arca of over 640
square miles and a river that extends for
58 miles with 80 percent of which is soft
bottom. As much as 90 Percent of the
natural flow of the SGR is

used for grounclwatcr re-
charge with a small Portion _
diverted for groundwater Y
supplg. APProximatelg 75
percent of the watershed is
l'nigHg urbanized with more
than four million Pcop]e S
living in the va”cg and
coastal areas. Thc re~
maining Por’cion lies within

the mountain region of the

Map of the four main sub-
watersheds

Angclcs [Forest. Thc mountains region
is hcavily imPactcd bg recreational us-
ers. | he urban areas are Protected bg
regional flood control and water conser-

vation facilities built mostly 139 the

CorPs and the | os Angcles County
Floocl Contro] District. Thc water-

shed consists of four main subwater

sheds: Cogo’ce Creek, San Josc
Cree‘c, Walnut Crceic, and the San

Gabrie! Mountains.

thn the Division formed, the devel-
oPment of the SGK
Mastcr Flan has be-
come the Section’s
The
Master Flan is a

consensus~basccl

main focus.

document that will

rccognize and ad-

dress S(GR’s issues

and concerns of its

stakeholders.

Mission

the watershecl.

To be the leader in the P|anning and implementation of water-
shed management Princip!es in this watershed. Work with
stakelﬂolders, Protcct natural resources, enhance grounclwater

and stormwater conservation, and imProve the quah’tg of storm-

water runoff to obtain a higher qualitq of life of the citizens of
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Accomplishments

The to”owing are SGR watershed management

Projects that were in various stages of Planning or im-

P]ementation:

. The SGK Master Flan

e Woodland Duck Farm Froject

° The UPPer 5GR Waterstmecl Management
Plan

e | aMirada Creek Froject

e The Coyote Creek Watershed Management
Plan

e ViaVerde and Fairplex Fark and Ride Froject

e SGR Coastal Spreading PBasin Lanclscape
Froject

o \Whittier Narrows [~ ducation (enter

e Filot Trash Net Frogram

o Jonei Ditch Froject

These Projects involved extensive outreach to di-
verse entities such as regu]atorg agencies, municipali~
ties, utilities companiesj environmental groups, and
other County dePartments. E_actl entitg rePresents
a different role in bringing both oPPortunities and
constraints during Planning and imP]ementation ef-
forts. T his Section’s role has been to lead and col-
Iaborativelg P]an multiobjective Projects within the pa-
rameters of flood Protection, groundwater recharge,
water qualitg, water conservation, and stormwater
management. Although this Section tgPicallg does
not lead Projects outside these parameters, it remains
suPPortive of muitiPurPose that do not constraint
FPublic Work’s abi]itg to Provide flood Protection

and/or water conservation services.

Frojects in the San (Gabriel River Watershed

Woodland Puck Farm Frc?jiect

Tlﬂe SGR and RMC is in the

process of acquiring the Wood-
land Ducl( f:arm Propertg for
the develoPment of a multiuse
facility. The Woodland Farms
property offers oPPortunities to
integrate beneficial uses includ-
ing flood hazard mitigation,
groundwater recharge opera-
tions, habitat restoration, pas-

sive recreation and linkage to existing bicgc]e and

equestrian trails.

Tlﬁe RMC is seeking Public Works’ assistance to
cleveloP a groundwater recharge taci]itg. The tacilitg

would be integrated with watershed management fea-

tures consistent with the [De-
Partment’s 5GR Master F]an
and the KMC’S OPen SPace
Flan. The Watershed E_ngi~
neering (nit prepared a fea-
sibilit9 stuc{y outlining concep-
tual alternatives for a grouncL
water recnarge taci]itg. The

final project con-

Woodland Duck  cept report will
Farm Boundaries

require par-

ticiPation and co-

ordination from a diverse
group of stakeholders to ensure the Project incorPo~

rates multiobjective functions.
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T!’]C San (Gabriel River Master Flan

The Countg of Los Ange]es

is seeking to establish the
SGR as an integra] Part of the

communitg and enl'iance tl’ie

AL LN

community’s quality of life. To
accomplish this objective, the
County of Los Ange]es
Board of Supewisors Passed
a motion in September 1999 to
clevelop the San (Gabriel River
Master Flan (SGRMF) TI"IC SGRMF will be a
multiobjective P]an that identifies oPPor’cunities to
preserve and enhance the San (Gabriel Rivers rec-
reation, habitat, and open space resources, while

maintaining flood Protection and water conservation.

Over 150 river stakeholders have been Proactively
involved with the P]anning efforts for the SGRMF
The stake-~
holder 5teer~
ing (ommittee
includes  local
cities, regu]a~
tory agencies,

water Protes~

sionals, and in-

terested Com-

West Fork, San Gabriel River

munity and en-

S system while Provicling protection,
x benefit and erjoyment to the Pub|ic.

\PAAALPL PP SSSS

C\N~N-N-N~N~> vironmental groups.
Mission Statement of the

SGRMF Steering Committee.
The San Gal:m'e| Kiver will be the

S corridor of an iritegratec] watershed

Tl’irough a consensus building
process, the Steering (ommit-
tee established a Vision and
Broad (Goals that will guide the

clevelopment of the SGRMF
ln Julg 2002, Public Works exe-

cuted a consultant services agreement to prepare the

SGRMF Severa] Steering (ommittee meetings

have been held to identitg keg issues,/constraints and

2 20 20 P Ha e T Y

cievelop a framework that will guide the P]anning proc-
ess. Currentlg, Fublic Works and the consultant are
meeting with river front cities to build solid relation-
shiPs and pro-
mote ParticiPa~
tion and en-| B
dorsement  for

the SGRMF
ComP]etion of

the  SGRMF

is anticipatec!

bg Jan ua rg D
2004 San Jose Creek/San Gabriel River

Confluence

Tl’lC UPPer 5an Gabriel Watershec! Management Flan

Ttie Count9 of | os Angeles is Partnering with the
SGMRC, lead agency, to develop an UPPer San
Gabrie] Watershecl Management F!an (WMF) that

will investigate three major subwatersheds:
) Upper SGR

i) Walnut Creek

i) San Jose Creck

This WMF will Provi&e management measures and

recommendations that will address six goa]s:

]) lmProve the water qua!itg and reduce nonPoint
source Po”ution

2.) Frotect and enhance “ocal water resources”

5) Frotect and restore terrestrial and aquatic habi-
tat and habitat connectivitg
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The UPPer San Gabriei Watershed Management F]an cont.

‘i’) Frotect open space and land use benefits

5) ]cientitg i(eﬂ Pilot Projects and monitoring/stewarcisi':ip

Programs

6) [ nsure stakeholder involvement in the F]anning Proc-

[SN

Ti’ie SGMRC received a Froposition 13 (Grant for
$200,000 to initiate the cieveloPment of this WMF, which

will be a stakeholder driven process that will take 21 years
to comPiete. The entire WMF is estimated to cost ap-

Proximatelg $5 million.

Map of the Upper San

T FORTION, B THS Srs S RIEL AR SIS P TErBEEDS -3

Ves 2 gatas fow e

Gabriel River Watershed

| a Mirada Creek Froject

Ti—;e purpose of the | a Mirada Creek Froject is to
provide flood mitigation along with multiuse benefits
to the unimproved section of | a Mirada (Creck, lo-
cated south of La Mirada Creek Far‘c and north of
]mperia] Highway, in the City of [ .a Mirada. T his
portion of the natural creck is unlined and has a his-
tory of flooding the adjacent residences up to their
front door steps. T o eliminate this F]ooding, the pro-
J’ect will increase the creck caPacitg while incorPorat~

ing Proposed multiuse benefits such as:

1) Linking the Project to existing ad-
jacent bike, walking, and eques-

trian trials
2) Creating a Pocket Park
%) Constructinga “detention basin”

4) Constructing a Continuous De-

flection SeParators (CDS) (nit

to ca Ptu re trash

5) Stabi]izing creek bank siopes

Tiwis Section is in the process of preparing a Prcject
concept rePort for this Prcﬂect with technical assis-

tance from Design Division.

ln addition, consultant services were acquired from a
consultant to conduct a biosuweg of the Project site
in an effort to protect and restore the existing P]ant
and sPecies habitat cluring Project cleveiopment and

implementation.

Unimproved La Mirada Creek
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T!’IC Coyote Creek Waterstied Management Flan

Ti’ie Countﬂ of | os Angeles is Partnering with
Orange Countg to develop a Cogote Creek Wa~
tershed Management Fian/}:easibilitg Studg that

COYOTE CREEK SUB-WATERSHED
Los Angeles County Depatment of Public Works
Apil 17, 2002

will assess the state of the Cogote (Creek Water-
shed and identify projects that will mitigate problems

Orange Countg will  be the
“administrative lead” while the CorPs will

encountered.

" be the “technical lead” that will conduct
' the actual Feasibiiitg Study with inPut

s
i

i co(o.c)

Map of the Coyote

I

o kSAN BERNARDINO CO

from all stakeholders. Orange Countg
received a FroPosition 15 (Grant of
$200,000 and a Wetiancls Recoverg
Frcject Grant of $100,000 to initiate
this s’cuclg. The Count9 is contributing
1Farin $250,000 toward the Project. T he total

cost of this Feasihilitg Stucig/WMF is

estimated to be $3%.35 million.

| essons Learned

To date, the ma_joritﬂ of this Section’s efforts have
been focused on watershed and river corridor Pian~
ning,. Fianning cfforts have Provided the oPPortunitg
to interact and &evelop Positive reiationships with a
varietg of stakeholders. ]n generai, stakeholders tend
to bring attention to issues that benefit their Particu~
lar interest. | his Section learned that these situa-

tions occur less fre-
quently when every-
one’s mission, issues,
and concerns are ex-

PI‘CSSCd anci FCCOFdCd

facilitated

ciuring

The San Gabriel River’s outlet

stakeholder meetings.

Futu re

Ti’ie Section anticipates comPleting the SRMF in
Januarg 2004. | he Pian will include an implementa~

tion component that identifies and prioritizes projects
for future icunciing‘ The Plan will also link and comP|e~
ment the RM(’s OPen SPace Flan. The Section
is working with the RM( to create a joint-powers
authority to fund projects of mutual interest. | his

complementary relationship will create a owertu
Pi t Y l t l"lP H t p r't l

tunciing toolJ ultimately bringing more dollars in pro-

vicling watershed management benefits to the region.

T he Section is looking to the future to continue col-
laborative P]anning and increase the role within the
major subwatersheds. The Coyote Creek \/\/ater~
shed Management Flan and the UPPer SGK Wa~
tershed Management [lan will increase our leadership

role as these Planning efforts come to fruition.
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